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…2014 NPS in Europe IT local assessment 
 

Åused by psychonauts and some groups of partygoers (psy-
trance and free parties)  

Åused by  youth (poly drug use; MP3 generation) 

ÅUsed by people that had to be screened (biological samples) 
for driving license and work (mainly synthetic cannabinoids) 

 

ΧǿƘȅ Ƴŀƴȅ bt{ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō όƧǳǎǘ 
to be scheduled) 



FACTS 
ÅbŜǳǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ άǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

drugs 

ÅNeutravel was involved in the N.E.W.S. but reports were not 
άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘέ όŜȄΥ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅƎƻŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ b.haŜύ 

 

ÅEMCDDA: NPS from 41 in 2010 to 101 in 2014; 

ÅEurobarometer: the 65% of people using NPS did it in party 
settings (bought from the web or from friends) 

ÅResearch (Energy Control) : NPS used as adulterants 

 



 

 

 

DRUG CHECKING  
(FORMALLY) 

üPerformed by a toxicological lab (connected with the 
N.E.W.S) ς Centro Antidoping “A.Bertinaria” 

ü Involving the NHS (drug service providers) ς ASL TO4 

  

 

To identify NPS and 
monitor the market of 

drugs 

To inform people 
(partygoers and 

professional) 



BAONPS PARTNERSHIP 

ÅIT: Coop. Alice, CAD, CNCA and Eclectica 

ÅPT: APDES ς Check!n  

ÅSLO: DrogArt 

ÅD: Fixpunkt (Dissemination) 



OBJECTIVES 

ÅTo identify NPS and inform the (N)EWS 

ÅTo improve awareness and knowledge of 
drugs and NPS among partygoers 

ÅTo understand cross cultural differences 

ÅTo inform local and national drug service 
providers about NPS 



ACTIVITIES 

ÅOUTREACH INTERVENTIONS WITH DRUG 
CHECKING FACILITY 

ÅRESEARCH ( survey and web research) 

ÅINFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION 
(partygoers, professionals, N.E.W.S., policy 
makers) 



TruNarc– RAMAN Spectroscopy 





DRUG CHECKING STRATEGY 

SAMPLE 
unknown 
substance 

Description 
Photo 

RAPID 
ANALYSIS 

Known 
substance 

Report 
to user 

Unknown 
substance 

Quantitative 
analysis by 
GC-(LC)-MS 

FINAL 
REPORT 

N.E.W.S. 

NPS ? 



RISULTS – OUTREACH & DRUG CHECKING 

Å33  outreach interventions - 27  with a drug checking facility 

Å11.100 persons contacted, 3.164  focus on NSP  (specific 
information by flyers and/or outreach workers), 577  
partygoers asked specific info on drug  checking  (they did 
not know the service); 

Å948 consultations focused on NSP (298) and drug 
checking (648) 

Å472 analysis  performed on-the-field 

 



DRUG  CHECKING:  fakes & hazards 
EXPECTED:   FOUND:      
MDMA    Methylone 
MDMA    Amphetamine (3 cases) 
MDMA    Metronidazole 
MDMA    Levomepromazine 
MDMA    Lidocaine (2 cases) 
MDMA    Buprenorphine + Lidocaine 
MDMA    Dipyrone 
MDMA    Heroin  -  36%! 
MDMA    5-MeO-MiPT 
AMP    Caffeine (7 cases) 
AMP    Methylone + 4-fluoroamphetamine 
AMP    Modafinil  
AMP+mescaline 5-MeO-MiPT  
Ketamine   Cocaine 
Ketamine   Pseudoephedrine 



DRUG  CHECKING:  fakes & hazards 
EXPECTED:   FOUND:      
LSD    25I-NBOMe 
LSA          25B-NBOMe 
Solaris (2CB+mescaline) 25I-NBOMe 
Psilocybin   DOC 
Tryptamine  4-AcoMET 
PMA    Ketamine 
Mescaline   2C-B  
Legal High   4-FA 
Bk-2CB    Pentylone 
25I-NBOMe  2C-I 
(to be continued….) 

UNAWARE INTAKE HIGH RISK OF INTOXICATION 



NPS and ALERTS 

Å16 different NPS in 35 cases (7.5%) 

Å12 cases of NPS sold instead of traditional 
drugs 

Å7 cases of NPS sold instead another NPS 

Å9 allerts of NPS (8) or dangerous substances 
and 5 communications and alerts to the 
N.E.W.S. 

 

 



Synthethic mescaline/psilocybin or NPS? 

ÅSUPERMAN BLU PILLS - 3 TIMES (SOLD AS MESCALINE AND 

MDMA TURNER OUT TO BE 5-Meo-MiPT)    

ÅSOLARIS (SOLD AS 2CB AND MESCALINE TURNED OUT TO BE 25I-
NBOMe)   

Å9MM PILLS (SOLD AS MDMA AND MESCALINE TURNED OUT TO BE NO 
DRUG IDENTIFIED)  

ÅMIKEY MOUSE PILL (SOLD AS MESCALINE TURNED OUT TO BE 2-CB)  

ÅPINK PILLS (SOLD AS MESCALINE TURNED OUT TO BE MDMA - not 
brought in lab)  

Å COLOURED BLOTS – 2 TIMES (SOLD AS PSYLOCIBINE TURNED OUT TO BE 
DOC) 

 



IMPORTANT RESULTS FOR ITALY  

ÅArticles on newspapers and local drug service providers that 
are interested in drug checking 

Å Italian harm reduction networks (CNCA, Itardd, Forum 
5ǊƻƎƘŜΧ) are finally discussing about drug checking 

ÅThe National Institute of Health is interested in drug 
checking as an instrument for the early detection of 
dangerous substances 



ITALIAN DRUG SERVICE PROVIDERS 



   What a user said about drug service providers:  

     

   άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
professional about the NPS I was using, namely 25 
something NBOMe [...] he never heard that name! 
[...] I understood that I had not to stop using drugs to 
ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦΦΦέ  

 



CONCLUSIONS 

Drug checking is a powerful  tool  that : 
 

üALLOWS THE WORKER TO RAPIDLY GET IN TOUCH WITH THE 
TARGET (AND BE TRUSTED FROM THE TARGET!!) 

üEARLY IDENTIFIES (RISKY) DRUG CONSUMPTION BEHAVIOURS 

üGIVES PERSONALIZED HARM AND RISK REDUCTION 
INFORMATION 

 



...INCREASES PROTECTION FACTORS AND 
PREVENTS THE UNAWARE INTAKE… 

54% 

12% 
6% 

49% 

51% 

28% 

WHAT DO YOU DO NOW THAT YOU KNOW THE 
RESULT? n=252 

confirmed - I take it 

confirmed - I don't take 
it/reflect 

I don't know the result 

NOT confirmet - I take it 

NOT confermed- Avoid/reflect 



….AND CAN HELP THE 
ELEPHANT TO EXIT 
FROM THE MUD! 



 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION!  
www.baonps.eu 

neutravel@coopalice.net 

 

http://www.baonps.eu/
mailto:neutravel@coopalice.net

